THE  TRAGEDY OP RAMS AT MACDONALD

answer was a foregone conclusion. Lloyd George was not going
to pull the chestnuts out of the fire for anyone, and certainly
not for MacDonald. Lloyd George is an Arcadian in a double
sense, and the Arcadians are said to have been very fond of
chestnuts.

After this refusal of Lloyd George, confusion in the Cabinet
became worse confounded.   Then suddenly a miracle hap-
pened.   It was as if CEdipus himself had appeared to the dis-
tracted Cabinet with a solution of their difficulty, which like
all great things, was the very essence of simplicity-  Why all
this squabbling ?  Why seek to divide the skin before one has
killed the bear.   Persons may disagree, and violently, among
themselves,  but there is  one thing on which they are afi
absolutely agreed.   And that is that * no doubt but ye are the
people and wisdom shall die with you.9  This the country must
be made to realize.   Programmes are bothersome, policies are
awkward ;   principles arc restrictive.   The National Govern-
ment must have none of them.   The election must be fought
on its ability to solve the depression.   It shall be a vote of
confidence,  but a new phrase was  added to the political
vocabulary to describe it.  The people were to be asked to give
the c National' Government * a Doctor's Mandate.'
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